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Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) Library

What are action tags?

Action tags are special terms that begin with the '@' sign which can be placed inside a field's ‘Field
Annotation’. Each action tag has a corresponding action that is performed for the field when displayed
on data entry forms and survey pages. Because action tags are used as part of the Field Annotation, they
are not displayed anywhere on the page. Action tags improve the functionality of forms. If using more
than one action tag for a single field, remember to insert a space or line break between them.

Example:
The @DEFAULT action tag sets a field's initial value. This allows a field to have a pre-specified
value for a response item that has not yet had any data saved.

Field Label Use the Rich Text Editor |2 .
L Variable Name (utilized in logic, calcs, and exports)
Enable auto naming of
test default testdefault2 L] variable based upn%w its
DNLY letters, numbers, and underscores Field Label?
How to use WEAEINERRGELEDES
Validation? (optional) | ---- None ---- ™
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Action Tags / Field Annotation (optional) Required?* @No O Yes
@DEFAULT="flu_clinic_arm_1][eligible]' * Prompt if field is blank

Identifier? ® No O Yes

Does the field contain identifying information (e.g., name, SSN, address)?

Learn about or using Field Annotation
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What are Action Tags? x

To learn about action tags,

View text on separate page

open your REDCap project @ Action Tags

. . Action Tags are an excellent way to customize the data entry experience for surveys and forms. They are special

and naV'gate to ProJeCt terms that begin with the '@’ sign that can be placed inside a field's Field Annotation when adding or editing a field.
. . Each action tag has a corresponding action that is performed for the field when displayed on data entry forms and

SEtup > Online DeSIgner > survey pages. Below is a comprehensive list of all available action tags that you may use. You can use as many as

Click on a data collection you want for a single field, but if you do use more than one tag for a field, make sure to put a space or line break
- between them. Because the action tags are used as part of the Field Annotation, they are not displayed anywhere
instrument > Click Add or on the page. To start using Action Tags, navigate to the Online Designer in a project, and when adding or editing a
. . field, add the tag into the Action Tag/Field Annotation text box in the Edit Field popup.
Edit a field. . . . L
All available action tags and their descriptions:
Within the pop-up bOX, In the REDCap Mobile App, it sets a field's value to the app
h ) link h username of tL\e curgelnt mobi\iagp user - i.e., their‘ .
username in the mobile app, which is not necessarily the
there Is a n to the SAREUSERNAMEARE same as their REDCap server username that can be captured

. using @USERNAME. NOTE: For use only in the REDCap Mobile
@Action Tags resource App.
page. Allows the REDCap Mobile App to capture the value of a
@BARCODE-APP barcode or QR code by scanning it with the device's camera.
NOTE: For use only in the REDCap Mobile App.
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